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1831. In the Black Hawk War, Capt. Low was ordered to
Fort Atkinson; and after the danger was over there he
returned to Fort Winnebago, where he remained on duty
until 1840, when he resigned. Prior to his resignation he
builtthe F'ranklin House, in 1838, which became so famous-
as a hostelry in the early days of Portage. Capt. Low
died at the agency in 1850, and was buried in the cemetery
at the fort; but subsequently his remains were removed to
the burial lot of his son-in-law, Henry Merrell, in Silver
Lake Cemetery.

Some of those who were not in the service directly, but
who were at the fort in various capacities, and who after-
ward became prominent in public affairs, should be men-
tioned, as a history of Fort Winnebago would not be com-
plete without recalling them.

The distinguished Hungarian political refugee, Count
Agostin Haraszthy, was at the fort and had a contract with
the government for supplying the garrison with fuel, his
headquarters being on one of the “islands” in the marsh a
few miles north of the fort. After leaving here he founded
the village of Haraszthy, now called Sauk City, and sub-
sequently removed to California, where he was a man of
much prominence in public affairs, being a member of the
legislature of that State. Later he directed his energies
to affairs in Central America and lost his life there while
crossing a lagoon, being drowned, or possibly pulled under
by an alligator.’ '

1Col. (or Count) Agostin Haraszthy was born in 1812, in the comitat of
Bacska, Hungary, his family having been promirent in Hungarian annals
for upwards of 700 years. Educated in the law, he was, at the age of 18, a
member of Emperor Ferdinand’s body guard (of nobles), later being chief
executive officer of his (Haraszthy’s) district, and then private secretary of
the Hungarian viceroy. Upon the failure of the liberal movement of 1839-
40, in which he was engaged, he was compelled to fly to the United States.
After extensive travels over our country, he wrote a book (in Hungarian)
intended to encourage his fellow countrymen to emigrate to America. In
1840-41 he settled in Wisconsin, near Portage, as related by Mr. Turner in
the above text; here he had a large tract of land, which he improved at
much cost, making necessary roads and ferries. Gaining permission to re-



